: Sea ice concentration at the different measurement sites, as retrieved from the AMSR-E satellite, using the processor of University of Bremen on a 6.25 km grid. Original data is available at www.meereisportal.de . Xaxis shows days before sampling. Station 79°N (brown) was ice free ~56 d before sampling, the station 81°N at the sea ice edge (red) was ice free 24 d before sampling, the Makarov Basin station 85°N (green) was always > 75 % sea ice covered. Satellite imagery is unable to provide observations at North Pole, but the ship board observations confirm the presence a full sea ice cover, dominated by multi-year ice at station 90°N (purple). 
